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Hello

General feedback

We are Qualifications Wales

In summary, people said the proposals will:

We make sure that qualifications in Wales meet the needs of learners.
Part of our role is to look at qualifications to make sure they are as effective as possible.
If we think they need to be improved, we talk to lots of people to help us decide what
changes to make.
So, from September to November 2020 we asked people about our plans to change
the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate (Advanced SCC) and Advanced Welsh
Baccalaureate (Welsh Bacc).
You can read more here.

428

learners

158

education
professionals
and providers

help to make the qualification clearer and easier to understand
make it easier for learners and teachers to manage
be more engaging for learners
reduce the amount of work and assessment that is duplicated
be fairer for all learners
help learners develop the skills they need for life and future
employment

● link better to the new Curriculum for Wales.
But we need to make sure:

people took part, including:

223

●
●
●
●
●
●

17

education
organisations

30

individuals

● there is clear guidance and information about the new
qualification

● the qualification isn’t seen as being less important
● teachers and schools have the support, time and resources
they need to make these changes.
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Proposal 1:
We want to focus on the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate qualification
and discontinue (end) the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate framework.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 32%
I agree 32%
I partly agree 16%
I disagree 3%

64%

I strongly disagree 4%

64% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

I’m unsure 13%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● make the qualification clearer for learners, teachers and others to understand
● be fairer for learners, especially if they don’t pass the other qualifications that
are needed for the Welsh Bacc framework

● have more value as a standalone qualification
● reduce workload for learners and teachers.

But they said we need to make sure:
● staff have time and training to deliver the new qualification well.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● universities and others are familiar with the Welsh Bacc name and framework
● the Advanced Welsh Bacc benefits some learners.

I think more of a focus on making the
[Advanced] SCC a completely standalone
qualification makes it much clearer for
everyone involved, including universities.
Education professional
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Proposal 2:
We want the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate to help learners develop
and use skills in ways that will prepare them for employment, lifelong
learning and active citizenship.

Do you agree?

● develop skills that are valued by employers and universities
● link better to the new Curriculum for Wales
● be simpler to deliver.

I agree 39%
I partly agree 8%

1%

I strongly disagree 0%
I’m unsure

● support learners to develop skills for their future
● be relevant and include real life, practical and work-related skills
● support learners to move to higher education or employment and to
become active citizens

I strongly agree 50%

I disagree

People thought this was a good idea because it would:

2%

89%

89% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

But they said we need to make sure:
● there is clear guidance on how to plan activities and assessments
● learners are able to plan their own studies.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● they don’t value the qualification
● these skills should be included in all qualifications, rather than in
one.

It’s important to be prepared for
employment as that is what we’ll be in for
most of our lives after education. It’s also
good to learn how to be a good citizen as
that would help you in all aspects of life.
Learner
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Proposal 3:

To prepare learners for employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship, the new Advanced
Skills Challenge Certificate should require learners to develop and demonstrate their skills in
contexts based on the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and Wales’ well-being goals.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 22%
I agree 42%
I partly agree 16%
I disagree 5%
I strongly disagree 4%

64%

I’m unsure 11%

64% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
●
●
●
●

focus on issues that are important and relevant to learners’ lives
reflect some of the biggest challenges facing society
support learners to become active citizens
link to the new Curriculum for Wales.

But they said we need to make sure:
● the focus is on developing skills not content
● learners are able to choose their own topics
● other frameworks are included to help learners think about
important and relevant issues today.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● these are complex issues for learners to understand
● it puts too much emphasis on content, rather than skills.

It sounds like a really good thing to do because I feel as
though it could open people’s eyes to these situations such
as climate change even more. It will also set people up for
their futures by doing global challenges/individual projects.
I already know what I am going to do mine about already.

Learner
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Proposal 4:
The structure of the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate should be reduced
from 4 components to 3. The 3 components of the new Advanced Skills Challenge
Certificate should be: Component 1 — Global Community Project. Component 2 —
Future Destinations Project. Component 3 — Individual Project.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 36%
I agree 38%
I partly agree 12%

I’m unsure 4%

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

improve learner wellbeing by reducing their workload
improve learner enjoyment of the qualification
be more manageable for teachers
be simpler for learners and teachers
reduce duplication of learning and assessment
improve learners’ understanding of each component
support learners to achieve better outcomes by focusing on quality
not quantity

● highlight the value and purpose of the qualification.

I disagree 6%
I strongly disagree 4%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:

74%

74% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

But they said we need to make sure:
● there is clear guidance on content, assessment and how this would
work in practice.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● they think it risks the content and learning hours of the qualification
being reduced too much

● the qualification at Advanced level is already manageable enough
for teachers and learners.

I think that 4 components can be
considered too many and by the time
you’re near the end you have lost
motivation and dedication due to the
volume and demand of the subject.

Learner
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Proposal 5:
The 3 components of the new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate should add
to the overall qualification as follows: Global Community Project – 25% Future
Destinations Project – 25% Individual Project – 50%.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 34%
I agree 39%
I partly agree 12%
I disagree 5%
I strongly disagree 4%
I’m unsure 6%

73%

73% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
●
●
●
●
●
●

highlight that the Individual Project takes more time and effort
give more balance between components
reflect the amount of work learners put into each component
be easier and clearer for teachers and learners to understand
motivate learners to work harder on each component
provide a clear structure over the two-year course.

But they said we need to make sure:
● the quality of learners’ work is considered
● it’s clear how each component is assessed
● it does not put too much pressure on learners in the 2nd year.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● each component should be equal
● learners’ strengths might not suit the Individual Project.

...the Individual Project is often a great contributor to portfolios and can
often be used during university interviews, and in the personal statement to
show the skills and knowledge they’ve gained from the project.

Learner

7

Proposal 6:
The new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate should focus on assessing
the 4 Integral Skills of: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Creativity and
Innovation, Planning and Organising, and Personal Effectiveness.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 32%
I agree 45%
I partly agree 12%
I disagree 3%
I strongly disagree 5%
I’m unsure 3%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
●
●
●
●
●
●

develop skills that are valued by employers
help prepare learners for progression into higher education and the workplace
develop important skills that are not well developed in other qualifications
be simpler and more manageable for teachers to assess
help learners focus on developing the four Integral Skills
avoid duplication because literacy and numeracy are already assessed in other
qualifications

● link better to the new Curriculum for Wales.

77%

77% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

But they said we need to make sure:
● guidance is developed on how to assess the skills
● teachers are involved in decisions about how to assess the skills
● literacy and numeracy are still seen as being an important part of the Advanced
Skills Challenge Certificate

● other skills like communication, teamwork, financial management and bilingual
skills are included.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● the qualification’s reputation will suffer by not assessing literacy, numeracy and
digital skills

● the Integral Skills should be included within other subjects.

By focusing on skills that employers and
universities value, it is developing the
learners into more rounded candidate[s]
for their chosen pathway after A level.

School
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Proposal 7:
The new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate will help learners develop and
use their literacy, numeracy and digital skills. However, learners won’t be
assessed on them.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 30%

I’m unsure 4%

reduce the burden on learners who already face lots of assessments
make the qualification easier to manage for learners
reduce duplication and workload
give learners freedom to develop and apply these skills without facing more
assessments
ability in these skills

I partly agree 18%
I strongly disagree 6%

●
●
●
●

● reduce the disadvantages faced by learners who struggle or have lower

I agree 32%
I disagree 10%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:

62%

62% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

● help teachers concentrate on supporting learners to develop the Integral
Skills.

But they said we need to make sure:
● learners are able to show how they have improved their literacy, numeracy
and digital skills because these are important skills.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● these skills won’t be prioritised if they are not assessed
● it’s not fair on learners if the qualification develops these skills but doesn’t
assess progress in them.

Learners have been assessed already on their
literacy and numeracy skills at several points in their
academic career. Digital Literacy skills do not need
to be assessed. Particularly in this current climate
learners are demonstrating a very high level of digital
competency.

FE provider

9

Proposal 8:
Each component of the new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate should assess the 4
Integral Skills. Each Integral Skill may be weighted differently at component level, but
all 4 skills must add equally to the overall qualification.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 21%
I agree 41%
I partly agree 18%
I disagree 8%
I strongly disagree 3%
I’m unsure 9%

62%

62% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
●
●
●
●
●

set an assessment structure that reflects the skills needed for each project
limit duplication
help learners develop more skills across each component
allow learners to demonstrate their ability in each skill in different contexts
give each Integral Skill the same contribution to the overall grade.

But they said we need to make sure:
● arrangements are not confusing for learners
● there is more detail on how assessment arrangements would work in practice.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● they were concerned about confusion
● the proposal could lead to unnecessary assessment burdens
● some Integral Skills should be given greater weighting than others in terms of the

The most positive consequence of this
change will be the reduction in duplication
of assessment across the projects. The
current structure assesses too many skills
in not enough depth so this should hopefully
avoid this happening.

Education professional

overall qualification.
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Proposal 9:
The new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate should continue to be graded A*-E.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● be graded in the same way as other Level 3 qualifications, including
A levels

Do you agree?

● be clearer and easier to understand
● make it clear that the Advanced SCC has equal value to other Level

I strongly agree 63%

3 qualifications

I agree 28%
I partly agree

3%

I disagree

2%

I strongly disagree

2%

I’m unsure

2%

● be familiar to universities and employers, who already understand
and use the A*-E grading system

91%

91% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

● be fairer than other grading options
● create a clear connection between the amount of work learners do
and their final grade.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● they thought an alternative grading system would be more

appropriate... a pass/fail model, or a pass/merit/distinction model.

A higher mark would be able to demonstrate the hard
work put into the certificate by the student, which a
mere pass mark would not reflect. Similarly, having
a pass/fail approach, would cause students to lose
interest and not work as hard. A quote I often hear
around pass/fail topics/qualifications is “It doesn’t
matter, I just have to pass”.

Learner
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Proposal 10:
Learners should be able to get a grade at qualification level without having to pass
every component of the new Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate. They should
continue to be able to take one resit per component. The highest grade achieved
for that component should count towards the qualification grade.

Do you agree?

● make it easier for learners to understand
● make it fairer and gives learners a second chance to succeed
● make sure no one is held back by circumstances that could affect their

But they said we need to make sure:

I partly agree 11%

I’m unsure 4%

including A levels

● offer learners the opportunity to demonstrate and develop their skills
● encourage learners to improve for a resit and achieve the best outcomes.

I agree 35%

I strongly disagree 4%

● make the Advanced SCC the same as some other Level 3 qualifications,

performance

I strongly agree 40%

I disagree 6%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:

75%

75% of people
strongly agreed or
agreed with this
proposal.

● that the process for arranging resits is clear
● there is clear information on this.

Others disagreed with the idea because:
● learners should be expected to pass every component in order to achieve a
grade at qualification level

● they were concerned this might have a negative effect on how the
qualification is valued.

The current arrangements are unfair.
Students can resit other Level 3
qualifications but they cannot resit
elements of the Advanced Skills
Challenge Certificate so this change
should ensure there is parity with
other qualifications studied.

Education professional
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Looking at the impact
We asked people how these proposals would:

Impact on learners

Treat everyone equally – Equality Act (2010)

Promote the Welsh language

People said these proposals would:

People said these proposals would:

People said these proposals would:

● improve learner wellbeing by reducing
workload and stress

● improve learner independence and
enjoyment of the qualification

● let learners focus on issues that interest
them

● improve teacher engagement and reduce
their workload

● link to the new Curriculum for Wales.
But, better assessment, training and
resources are needed to put these changes in
place.

●
●
●
●

be fairer for all learners
give more learners an opportunity to take part

● help promote and raise awareness of the
Welsh language

give all learners a level playing field

● give opportunities for learners to develop their

encourage learners to respect and understand
diversity better

● help teach learners about Welsh culture,

● help learners understand local communities
and the world around them.

But some people say we:

● need to make sure there is appropriate

support for learners with Additional Learning
Needs

● should include additional topics to promote
knowledge and awareness of equality and
diversity.

Welsh language skills
history and identity.

But some people say we:

● need to make sure learners can choose to
take the qualification in the language they
prefer

● need to think about how the Welsh language
could be included more in the qualification

● need to make sure there are bilingual

resources and guidance to support teachers.

Thanks for reading this
Developing the new Advanced SCC will take time. We plan to work with professionals and exam
boards so the new qualification can start in September 2023.
We are also looking at all qualifications that are available for learners aged 14-16. This includes the
National / Foundation SCC and the related Welsh Bacc framework.
You can read more about our plans here:

				qualificationswales.org/media/7132/consultation-decisions-report.pdf
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