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1 Key Points
•

•

•

•
•

1

The difference between standardised grades, centre assessment grades
(CAGs), and revised grades in summer 2020 by centres shows that:
o For A levels, compared to the standardised grades, CAGs increased the
average grade score of a centre by 0.5 grade, on average. The revised
grades, relative to the standardised grades, increased the centre
average grade score by 0.6, on average.
The difference between standardised grades, CAGs, and revised grades by
centre type shows that
o For A levels, relative to the standardised grades, CAGs increased the
centre average grade score by 0.3 for colleges/FE, 0.5 for independent
centres, and 0.7 for secondary centres. The revised grades, relative to
the standardised grades, increased the centre average grade score by
0.4 for colleges/FE, 0.6 for independent centres, and 0.7 for secondary
centres. For colleges/FE and independent centres these statistics are
based on small samples and so are not robust.
There is evidence of atypical variation in results for A level, AS, and GCSE over
time. See also our results overview1. There is also evidence that the impact of
the increases in results is different at different points in the grade scale, with
more marked changes in the middle of the cumulative grade thresholds.
There is evidence of inconsistent variation in results by subject for A level, AS,
and GCSEs.
There is evidence of inconsistent variation in results across centres, centre
types, local authorities, and regional consortia for A level, AS, and GCSEs.

https://qualificationswales.org/media/6483/gq-summer-overview-revised-4-september-eng.pdf
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2 Introduction
This report provides an analysis of changes in A level, AS, and GCSE qualification
results in 2020 compared to changes seen in recent years. This analysis extends the
earlier analysis published in our results overview and provides a response to a
request for further information from the Children, Young People and Education
Committee2.
For each qualification type, summaries of three sets of grades relating to the summer
2020 exam series are presented:
•
•
•

The grades from the standardisation process
The centre assessment grades (CAGs)
The revised provisional results

These are compared to results in recent years in Wales at a subject, centre, local
authority, regional consortia, and national level. Analysis is also provided by centre
type.
The focus of the release is providing statistics on the distribution of changes in
results. This provides information on the impact of different sets of grades in 2020 at
these different levels compared to recent years. Providing the distribution of changes
in results in earlier years allows a comparison to be made between the 2020 changes
and recent years and supports an assessment as to whether the changes in 2020
were typical or not.
2.1 Background on 2020 results
On 17 August Welsh Government announced3 that centre assessment grades would
be awarded to learners for GCSE, AS, A level and Welsh Baccalaureate Skills
Challenge Certificate qualifications in summer 2020.
On 4 September we published an overview of revised provisional results for A level,
AS, GCSE and the Skills Challenge Certificate in Wales. These statistics were estimates
based on the latest data available to us.
Although final results this summer were based on the centre assessment grades, it
was also announced that:
•

Standardised A level and AS grades already awarded to learners that were
higher than centre assessment grades would stand.

2

https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s104064/Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20of%20the%20
Children,%20Young%20People%20and%20Education%20Committee%20to%20the%20Welsh%20Gove
rnment%20.pdf
3
https://gov.wales/statement-minister-education-kirsty-williams
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•

•

For A levels, any AS grade already awarded to learners would be given as
the A level grade, if this was higher than either the centre assessment
grade or the standardised grade for A level
GCSE standardised grades will be awarded to learners where they
exceeded the centre assessment grade.

Our figures for revised results account for all these decisions.
2.2 Previous publications on summer 2020 results
On 4 September we published our third overview of revised provisional4 results for A
level, AS, GCSE and the Skills Challenge Certificate in Wales.
JCQ published provisional results5 for Wales on 10 September.
The Welsh Government published official statistics on examination results on 1
October6.

3 Checking, Data, Definitions, Methodology, and Limitations
On 21 November 2017, the National Assembly for Wales approved the Official
Statistics (Wales) Order 20177 which named Qualifications Wales as one of the bodies
that are in scope of the Statistics and Registration Services Act 2007 8. We have
developed our processes to ensure we are meeting fully our obligations as an official
statistics producer, including complying with the Code of Practice for Statistics 9,
allowing this statistical release to be formally published as official statistics.
3.1 Checking
This analysis was independently produced by the Qualifications Wales Statistics team
and in accordance with the Code of Practice for Statistics 10. The analysis was checked
by the team member producing the analysis, independently double-checked by
another team member, and received high-level sign-off from the Head of Research
and Statistics.
3.2 Data
Figures for revised grades in 2020 are estimated based on latest data submitted to
Qualifications Wales by awarding bodies between 24 August and 28 August. Unless
otherwise stated, the revised final results in this publication differ slightly from the
provisional results published by JCQ on 10 September and the Welsh Government on
4

Results published in August are always provisional in that they are prior to all changes linked to
processes such as appeals.
5
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
6
https://gov.wales/examination-results-september-2019-august-2020-provisional
7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/1142/pdfs/wsi_20171142_mi.pdf
8
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/pdfs/ukpga_20070018_en.pdf
9
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/
10
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
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1 October as our statistics are based on data provided by awarding bodies at a
different point in time. Please note that for the national results for previous years, the
published JCQ figures have been used.
The data used to produce the charts in this release are published as data tables
accompanying this release.
3.3 Definitions
Results labelled as ‘2020 (revised)’ are best estimates of provisional national results.
These figures may be calculated using a slightly different subset of results compared
to final JCQ published figures for 2020 due to the timing of data extracts.
Results labelled as ‘2020 (standardised)’ are the results that were calculated by the
standardisation model. For A level and AS these are the calculated results released on
13 August. For GCSE these are the results that were due to be published on 23
August before the decision to base results on centre assessment grades.
Results labelled as ‘2020 (CAG)’ are the results that would have been awarded if only
centre assessment grades had been used.
3.4 Methodology
With the exception of overall national results, we focused the analysis on the main
age group for each qualification: 18-year-olds for A levels, 17-year-olds for AS, and
16-year-olds for GCSE. Age groups are based on the age of learners on 31 August in
each year. This removes the effect of resitters and make the comparisons in the
analysis as valid as possible. The GCSE analysis included all full course GCSEs and
double award science, unless otherwise stated. Double award science grades have
been counted as two separate grades. The AS and A level data excludes applied
qualifications.
Some of the analysis in this report is based on the change in the average grade score
of a centre. To calculate the average grade score, we assigned a numeric value to
each grade (e.g. for A levels, A*=6, A=5 etc.) and calculated the average grade score
across all entries in a centre. An increase of 1.0 represents an average increase of one
grade per entry.
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Many of the charts used in this report are boxplots. Boxplots summarise the
distribution of values and allow you to compare distributions of values. Figure 3.4.1
illustrates the key features of a box plot. The box shows where the middle 50% of
values are. The width of the box is the interquartile range (IQR). The line inside the
box shows where the average (median) value is. The lowest 25% of values are to the
left of the box, and the highest 25% of values are to the right of the box. The lines
(whiskers) coming out of the box show how spread out the lowest 25% and highest
25% of values are, up to 1.5 times the IQR from the edge of the box. Any values more
than 1.5 times the IQR from the edge of the box are atypical values and are shown as
dots. When comparing two or more boxplots, we can compare the averages to see
how they differ. We can also look at how much boxes and whiskers overlap, to
understand how similar the distributions are.
Figure 3.4.1 Boxplot Explanation
Atypical
value

Lower quartile

Average
(median)

Upper quartile

Middle 50% of values
Lower adjacent value

Upper adjacent value

3.5 Limitations
There are usually differences in results at centre, local authority, and consortium
levels, with bigger differences at the centre level because of smaller sample sizes. The
statistics in this report describe changes in results in 2020 compared to previous
years. These statistics do not explain why these changes have occurred. They may be
a result of changes in the ability of learners in the centre, or taking a particular
subject. These sorts of factors can influence differences in the centre assessment
grades as well as standardised results.
In the absence of exams in summer 2020 it is not possible to say precisely what
grades based on exams in summer 2020 would have been. The standardised grades,
centre assessment grades and revised grades are all estimates of what the grades
8

would have been in summer 2020 if exams had taken place. The absence of exams
means that it is not possible to evaluate fully the impact of these different sets of
results, because we cannot say precisely what the results would have been if the
exams had not been cancelled (no counterfactual).
Changes in results expressed in percentage points (pp) are relative to previous
results. A 10pp change in a centre with results at 50% the previous year represents a
different magnitude of percentage change to a centre that had results at 90% the
previous year.
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4 GCSE
The following analysis uses the data provided by awarding bodies for GCSE results in
the summer series for each year from 2016 to 2020 inclusive, including the
standardised grades, CAGs, and revised grades for summer 2020. The data includes
all full course GCSEs and double award science, unless otherwise stated. Double
award grades are counted as two separate grades. Please note that the results in
figure 4.1.1 use the JCQ published statistics and so may not exactly match those
previously published by Qualifications Wales.
Results in 2020 are higher than in recent years largely due to the CAGs. The
standardised grades were also higher than results in recent years, though to a lesser
extent.
4.1 Variation over time
Figure 4.1.1 National GCSE cumulative results at key grades (all learners)1
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Source: 2015 to 2019): JCQ, 2020: Qualifications Wales Awarding Body data collection
(1) Full course GCSEs and double award science, summer series, all ages
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4.2 Variation across Subjects
Figures 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 plot provisional GCSE results at grade A/7 and above and
grade C/4 and above in 2020 (revised grades) by subject, compared to results in that
subject in 2019.
Any subjects below the ‘equal results’ line would have lower results in 2020 than in
2019. For results at A/7 and C/4 and above, all subjects had higher results in 2020
than in 2019.
The increase in results was inconsistent across subjects. At grade A/7 and above,
many subjects saw results increase by more than 50% compared to 2019, while
others saw results increase by less than 50%. At C/4 and above, all but one subject
saw increased results of less than 50%. This is because results at grade C/4 and above
are higher than at grade A/7 and above, so large percentage increases are less likely.
However, the spread of the subjects shows that these increases were inconsistent.
Figure 4.2.1 GCSE results at grade A/7 and above by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) 2019 vs. 2020 (revised), full course GCSEs and double award science, summer exam series, 16-yearolds, subjects with at least 100 entries in each year
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Figure 4.2.2 GCSE results at grade C/4 and above by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) 2019 vs. 2020 (revised), full course GCSEs and double award science, summer exam series, 16-yearolds, subjects with at least 100 entries in each year

12

In addition to inconsistent increases across subjects, the changes in centre results
within subjects were also inconsistent. For example, in figure 4.2.3, English and
English Literature saw less centre variation (narrower dark boxes) in 2020 than in
previous years. Other subjects saw similar, or slightly more, centre variation
compared to previous years.
Figure 4.2.3 Percentage point change in centre GCSE results at grade A/7 and
above by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) phase 1 reformed subjects, summer exam series, 16-year-olds, centres with at least 10 entries in
each year
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The inconsistent centre variation is more apparent at grade C/4 and above. English
saw substantially less centre variation than in previous years, while Welsh Literature
saw more.
Figure 4.2.4 Percentage point change in centre GCSE results at grade C/4 and
above by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) phase 1 reformed subjects, summer exam series, 16-year-olds, centres with at least 10 entries in
each year
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4.3 Variation across organisations
4.3.1 Centres (schools & colleges)
Many centres see their average grade score change from year to year. Figure 4.3.1.1
shows how the revised grades in 2020 produced different changes in the centre
average grade score compared to patterns seen in previous years. Compared to
2019:
•
•
•

the standardised grades increased the average grade score by 0.1, on average;
the CAGs increased the average grade score by 0.4, on average;
the revised grades increased the average grade score by 0.5, on average.

Figure 4.3.1.1 Annual change in centre average grade score1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) for centres with at least 100 GCSE entries in each year, A*-G full course GCSEs and double award
science, summer exam series, 16-year-olds
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Figure 4.3.1.2 shows that the CAGs and revised grades both led to increases in the
average grade score for the majority of centres. This figure also shows that there
were a small number of centres where the average grade score of the revised grades
was atypically high compared to the average grade score of the CAGs.
Figure 4.3.1.2 Difference between average centre grade score of CAGs,
standardised and revised 2020 grades1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) for centres with at least 100 GCSE entries in 2020, A*-G full course GCSEs and double award
science, summer exam series, 16-year-olds
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The variation in results was inconsistent across the grade scale. Changes in results at
grade C/4 and above were noticeably different, with a clear shift to seeing more
increases across centres. Variation in results at grade G/1 and above was more similar
to variation seen in previous years. The 2020 results also produced some atypical
increases when compared to previous years.
Figure 4.3.1.3 Annual percentage point change in cumulative centre GCSE
results at key grades1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) for centres with at least 100 GCSE entries in each year, full course GCSEs and double award science,
summer exam series, 16-year-olds
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4.3.2 Centre types
Figure 4.3.2.1 shows aggregate GCSE results for 16-year-olds by three categories of
centre type: maintained secondary schools, independent centres and other centres
(including further education (FE) colleges, pupil referral units and other educational
establishments not elsewhere classified). Due to the small number of centres within
some of the categories, results have not been presented at a centre level.
All centre types saw an increase in results in 2020 compared to 2019. Independent
centres saw the largest percentage point increase (12.3pp) in results at grade A/7
and above. Maintained secondary schools saw the largest percentage point increase
(10.6pp) at grade C/4 and above.
Figure 4.3.2.1 Annual GCSE percentage results at key grades by centre type1
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4.3.3 Local authorities (maintained centres only)
This analysis provides information about variation in results by local authority. As
local authorities do not have responsibility for independent centres, this analysis is
limited to maintained secondary schools. Centre assessment grades were signed off
by individual centres, not the local authorities. Due to small sample sizes in some
local authorities analysis using centre level data would not be robust and so the
statistics below show the local authority variation, not centre variation.
Figure 4.3.3.1 shows the distribution of changes, at local authority level, for key
grades. Atypical changes were seen in 2020 revised results, particularly at grade C/4
and above.
Figure 4.3.3.1 Annual change in aggregate local authority GCSE results1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) full course GCSEs and double award science, summer exam series, 16-year-olds
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4.3.4 Regional consortia (maintained centres only)
This analysis provides information about how the variation in results at centre level
varied across regional consortia11. As regional consortia do not have responsibilities
for independent centres, this analysis is limited to maintained secondary schools.
Centre assessment grades were signed off at the centre level.
Figures 4.3.4.1 and 4.3.4.2 show that while changes in centre results have varied in
previous years, both within and across regional consortia, there is evidence of some
atypical changes at centre level in 2020.
Figure 4.3.4.1 Annual percentage point change in centre GCSE results at grade
A/7 and above by regional consortium1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) full course GCSEs and double award science, summer series, 16-year-olds, centres with at least 100
entries in each year
11

Regional consortia are organisations that work across a group of local authorities to provide a school
improvement service. The four regional consortia are: Central South Consortium (CSC), which covers Bridgend,
Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf, and Vale of Glamorgan; Education Achievement Service (EAS), which
covers Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Newport, and Torfaen; Education through Regional Working
(ERW) which services Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Neath Port Talbot, Pembrokeshire, Powys, and Swansea; GwE
which covers Anglesey, Conwy, Denbighshire, Flintshire, Gwynedd, and Wrexham.
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Figure 4.3.4.2 Annual percentage point change in centre GCSE results at grade
C/4 and above by regional consortium1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) full course GCSEs and double award science, 16-year-olds, centres with at least 100 entries in each
year
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5 AS
5.1 Variation over time
National results for AS are higher in 2020 than in previous years.
As an example, the number of A grades as a percentage of all grades increased from
20.3% in 2019 to 30.4% in 2020, largely driven by the centre assessment grades. The
standardised results were 22.5%, which was an increase of 2.2pp from 2019.
Figure 5.1.1 National AS cumulative results (all learners)
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Source: 2015 to 2019: JCQ, 2020: Qualifications Wales Awarding Body data collection
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5.2 Variation across Subjects
Figure 5.2.1 plots revised AS results at grade A in 2020 by subject, compared to
results at grade A in that subject in 2019.
Any subjects below the ‘equal results’ line would have lower results than in 2019. All
subjects had higher results in 2020 than in 2019.
The increase in results is inconsistent by subject. Some subjects saw results more
than double compared to 2019, whereas others saw results increase by less than
50%.
Figure 5.2.1 AS results at grade A by JCQ subject grouping 1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) minimum 50 entries in each year across all AS subjects – 2020 (final) vs. 2019, summer exam series,
17-year-olds.
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Figure 5.2.2 AS results at grade A-C by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) minimum 50 entries in each year across all AS subjects – 2020 (final) vs. 2019, summer exam series,
17-year-olds.
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Figure 5.2.3 provides a summary of variation in results at a centre level for the five
highest entry subjects in 2020. In normal times the average change in results is close
to 0 but with increases and decreases for individual centres. The spread in the
standardised grades in 2020 varied by subject with some seeing more variation
(Chemistry), and others seeing less (Mathematics).
Figure 5.2.3 Percentage point change in centre AS results at grade A by JCQ
subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies

(1) summer exam series, 17-year-olds, centres with at least 10 entries in each year across all AS
subjects, five largest entry subjects only
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Figure 5.2.4 Centre percentage point change in cumulative AS results at grade C
by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies

(1) summer exam series, 17-year-olds, centres with at least 10 entries in each year across all AS
subjects, five largest entry subjects only
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5.3 Variation across organisations
5.3.1 Centres (schools & colleges)
Many centres see their average grade score vary from year to year. Figure 5.3.1.1
shows how the revised grades in 2020 produced atypical changes in the centre
average grade score compared to previous years. Relative to 2019:
the standardised grades increased the average grade score by 0.2, on average
the CAGs increased the average grade score by 0.9, on average
the revised grades increased the average grade score by 0.9, on average.
Figure 5.3.1.1 Annual change in centre average grade score1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) for centres with at least 30 grades each year between 2016 and 2020 across all AS subjects, AS, 17year-olds
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Figure 5.3.1.2 focusses on the difference between the centre assessment grades and,
the standardised and revised grades in 2020, respectively. The standardised grades
increased the average grade score by 0.2 grade, on average, relative to 2019. Figure
5.3.1.2 shows that, compared to the standardised grades, the CAGs increased the
average grade score by 0.6 on average. Relative to the standardised grades the
revised grades also increased the average grade score 0.6 grade. This figure also
shows how there were some centres for whom the revised grades increased their
average grade score above the increase seen from the CAGs.
Figure 5.3.1.2 Difference between average centre grade score of CAGs,
standardised and revised 2020 grades1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Only centres with at least 30 entries in 2020, summer series, 17-year-olds.
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Moving from the analysis of centre average grade score, we now consider
percentage point changes in results. Figure 5.3.1.3 shows that the increase in 2020
grades was inconsistent across grades. The increases are more pronounced at grades
B and C.
Figure 5.3.1.3 Percentage point change in cumulative in AS results by grade1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) summer exam series, 17-year-olds, centres with at least 30 entries across all AS subjects between
2016 and 2020.
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5.3.2 Centre types
This analysis provides information about how the results at centre level aggregated
up to different types of centre. The analysis breaks down results by maintained
secondary schools, Further Education (FE) colleges and independent centres.
Caution is needed when analysing these figures as small sample sizes in certain
categories is associated with the large variation seen in Figure 5.3.2.1.
Figure 5.3.2.1 Annual AS percentage results by centre type1

College/FE

Secondary

2020 (revised)

2020 (revised)

2020 (CAG)

2020 (CAG)

2020 (Standardised)

2020 (Standardised)

2019

2019

2018

2018

2017

2017

2016

2016
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

A

B-C

D-E

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

U

A

B-C

D-E

U

Independent
2020 (revised)
2020 (CAG)
2020 (Standardised)

2019
2018
2017
2016
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
A

B-C

D-E

U

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) summer series, 17-year-olds, centres with at least 30 entries in each year across all AS subjects
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5.3.3 Local authorities (maintained centres only)
This analysis provides information about how the results at centre level aggregated
up to the local authorities in which the centres are situated. As local authorities do
not have statutory responsibility to maintain independent centres, this analysis is
limited to maintained secondary centres only. Centre assessment grades were signed
off at the centre level rather than at local authority level. Due to small sample sizes in
some local authorities analysis using centre level data would not be robust and so
the statistics below show the local authority variation, not centre variation.
The boxplots below are based on the 22 local authorities rather than centres and
show that 2020 revised grades were associated with substantially different variation
than was seen in previous years.
Figure 5.3.3.1 Annual change in aggregate local authority AS results1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) 17-year-olds, summer series.
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5.3.4 Regional consortia (maintained centres only)
This analysis provides information about how the results at centre level were
distributed within the regional consortia in which the centres are situated. As
regional consortia do not have responsibilities to maintain independent centres, this
analysis is limited to maintained centres. Centre assessment grades were signed off
at the centre level.
Even when aggregated up to the regional consortia level, there is evidence of
atypical centre variation in the 2020 revised grades. This atypical centre variation is
inconsistent across regional consortia, with some seeing more centre variation than
in previous years and others seeing similar variation to previous years.
Figure 5.3.4.1 Annual percentage point change in centre AS results at grade A
by regional consortium1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Year on year percentage point change at A by consortium, Summer exam series, 17-year olds,
centres with at least 30 entries in each year across all AS subjects.
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Figure 5.3.4.2 Annual percentage point change in centre AS results at grade A-C
by regional consortium1

(1) Year on year percentage point change at C by consortium, Summer exam series, 17-year olds,
centres with at least 30 entries in each year across all AS subjects.
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6 A level
The following analysis uses the data provided by awarding bodies for A level results
in the summer series for 2020, including the 2020 (standardised), 2020 (CAG), and
2020 (revised) grades, and several years prior. The data includes all A levels except
double awards and applied subjects, unless otherwise stated.
When making comparisons between 2020 and previous years it should be noted that
the standardisation model for the approved A level qualifications in Wales was
different to that used for other A levels. For further information please see our
published guidance12. This will affect the centre type analysis where independent
centres are more likely to take other A levels and so any difference between the
standardisation models will impact independent centres more.
6.1 Variation over time
To provide context for the later analyses the national cumulative percentage results
are shown in figure 6.1.1. This shows substantial variation between the 2020 (CAG)
and 2020 (revised) grades and results in previous years. At cumulative grade A*-A
revised results in 2020 were 43.7%, compared to 27% in 2019.
Figure 6.1.1 National A level cumulative results (all learners)1

Source: 2015 to 2019 and 2020 (revised): JCQ, 2020 (standardised) and 2020 (CAG) Qualifications Wales
Awarding Body data collection
(1) at A*, A, and E, all A levels except double award and applied subjects, summer series, all ages

12

https://qualificationswales.org/english/covid-19---results-2020/previous-exam-series/summer2020/
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6.2 Variation across Subjects
Figure 6.1.1 has shown how the 2020 (revised) grades were substantially higher than
those in previous years. When this variation is analysed on a subject basis the
increases in results are inconsistent between the subjects.
Figure 6.2.1 plots provisional A level results at cumulative grade A*-A in 2020 by
subject, compared to results at the same grade threshold in the subject in 2019.
Any subjects below the ‘equal results’ line would have lower results than in 2019. All
subjects had higher results in 2020 than in 2019. Most subjects saw results increase
by more than 50 per cent.
Some subjects saw results more than double compared to 2019 (e.g. ICT), whereas
others saw results increase by less than 50% (e.g. Economics). As the centre
assessment grades were used as the basis of the revised results, if they were
inconsistently increased by subject it may have led to this inconsistent increase in
results by subject.
Figure 6.2.1 A level results at grade A*-A by JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) 2019 vs. 2020 (revised), all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, 18year-olds
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Figure 6.2.2 A level results at grade A*-C by JCQ subject grouping 1,2

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) 2019 vs. 2020 (revised), all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, 18year-olds
(2) Please note the axes do not start at zero as doing so makes the chart difficult to read
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Figure 6.2.3 shows the distribution of centre changes in cumulative A*-A results for
the subjects with the five largest entries in 2020. The variation in results at centre
level varied by subject. For example, Mathematics saw more variation (wider
interquartile boxes) than in previous years while Psychology saw less variation.
Figure 6.2.3 Percentage point change in centre A level results at grade A*-A by
JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Only centres with at least 5 entries in each year, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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Figure 6.2.4 Percentage point change in centre A level results at grade A*-C by
JCQ subject grouping1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Only centres with at least 5 entries in each year, across all A level subjects, summer series, 18-yearolds.
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6.3 Variation across organisations
6.3.1 Centres (schools & colleges)
Figure 6.3.1.1 shows the distribution of changes in average grade score at a centre
level. This shows how the CAG and revised grades produced marked changes in the
annual centre average grade score. Relative to 2019:
the standardised grades increased the average grade score by 0.1, on average
the CAGs increased the average grade score by 0.6, on average
the revised grades increased the average grade score by 0.7, on average.

Figure 6.3.1.1 Annual change in centre average grade score1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies

(1) Only centres with at least 30 entries across all A levels in each year, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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Figure 6.3.1.2 focusses on the difference between the centre assessment grades and,
the standardised and revised grades in 2020, respectively. The standardised grades
increased the average grade score by 0.1 grade, on average, relative to 2019. Figure
6.3.1.2 shows that, compared to the standardised grades, the CAGs increased the
average grade score by 0.52 on average. The revised grades increased the average
grade score a further 0.1 grade. This figure also shows how there were some centres
for whom the revised grades increased their average grade score above the increase
seen from the CAGs.
Figure 6.3.1.2 Difference between average centre grade score of CAGs,
standardised and revised 2020 grades1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Only centres with at least 30 entries in 2020, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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Moving from the analysis of centre average grade score, we now consider
percentage point changes in results. Figure 6.3.1.3 shows centre variation in results as
percentage point changes from results in the previous year. The change to the
distribution was particularly pronounced at cumulative grades A*-C, where the
interquartile box did not overlap previous years, suggesting a markedly different
variation this year.
Figure 6.3.1.3 Annual percentage point change in cumulative centre A level
results1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) Only centres with at least 30 entries in 2020, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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6.3.2 Centre types
To analyse centre variation by centre type it is important to note that many
independent centres enter A levels that are designed outside of Wales. Standardised
grades for those qualifications were calculated using a different standardisation
model than the one used for approved A levels in Wales. For this reason, the analysis
in this section is done once using data for all A levels, and additionally, using data for
only phase 1 approved A levels to allow a comparison to be made. To provide a
historical context for the centre variation the analysis for approved A levels was
restricted to only phase 1 approved13 A levels.
Due to the small sample sizes in some of the categories of centre types, the analysis
presented here uses stacked bar charts of results rather than box plots.
The bar charts show aggregate A level results by four categories of centre type:
maintained secondary schools, further education (FE) colleges, independent centres
and other centres (including pupil referral units and other educational establishments
not elsewhere classified). Due to the small number of centres within some of the
categories, results have not been presented at a centre level.
Figure 6.3.2.1 shows that, for revised grades compared to 2019, college/FE centres
saw a smaller increase in A*-A results than secondary centres. Another noticeable
feature is that there is more variation for Colleges/FE establishments than in previous
years.

13

https://qualificationswales.org/english/qualifications/gcses-and-a-levels/gq-reform/what-subjectsare-available/
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Figure 6.3.2.1 Annual A level percentage results at key grades by centre type1
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Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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Figure 6.3.2.2 Annual A level percentage results at key grades by centre type,
phase 1 approved A levels only1
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Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) summer series, 18-year-olds.
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6.3.3 Local authorities (maintained centres)
This analysis provides information about how the results at centre level aggregated
up to the local authorities in which the centres are situated. Due to small sample
sizes in some local authorities analysis using centre level data would not be robust
and so the statistics below show the local authority variation, not centre variation. As
local authorities do not have statutory responsibility to maintain independent
centres, this analysis is limited to maintained secondary centres only. Centre
assessment grades were signed off at the centre level.
When the data is aggregated to the local authority level the variation in results in
2020 was atypical when compared to the variation seen in previous years. This is
more noticeable for grades A, B, and C.
Figure 6.3.3.1 Annual change in aggregate local authority A level results 1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, summer series, 18-year-olds.
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6.3.4 Regional consortia (maintained centres only)
This analysis provides information about how the results at centre level were
distributed within the regional consortia in which the centres are situated. As
regional consortia do not have responsibilities to maintain independent centres, this
analysis is limited to maintained secondary centres only. Centre assessment grades
were signed off at the centre level.
Even when aggregated up to the regional consortia level, there is evidence of
atypical centre variation in the 2020 revised grades. This atypical centre variation is
inconsistent across regional consortia, with some seeing more centre variation than
in previous years and others seeing similar variation to previous years.
Figure 6.3.4.1 Annual percentage point change in centre A level results at grade
A*-A by regional consortium 1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, summer series, 18-year-olds,
centres with at least 30 entries in each year.
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Figure 6.3.4.2 Annual percentage point change in centre A level results at grade
A*-C by regional consortium 1

Source: Qualifications Wales data collection from awarding bodies
(1) all A levels except applied, double award and applied qualifications, summer series, 18-year-olds,
centres with at least 30 entries in each year.
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