Qualified for the future
Young people’s consultation report – June 2020

Hello
We are Qualifications Wales.
We decide which qualifications schools in Wales can offer. We make
sure they’re the right ones, and that the exams you take are fair.
We want all 16-year-olds in Wales to take exams and get qualifications
that:
● prepare them for life
● prepare them for learning
● prepare them for work
● get them excited about their future
● have value in Wales, the UK and around the world.

The school curriculum is changing in Wales.
Curriculum means the subjects you study
and how you learn in school.
From 2022, what you learn and how you learn will change.
The new curriculum is about learning new knowledge and
skills, and preparing you for your future.
So, we’ve been looking at qualifications and planning how
they can change to fit the new curriculum and the future.
We’ve also been asking people across Wales what they think
of our plans.

667 people took
part in our
consultation

including over

200 young
people.

This report tells you what they said.
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We asked people questions about:
1. having 3 new principles (rules) that all
qualifications have to follow
2. keeping GCSEs, but making them up to date so
they fit in with the new curriculum
3. offering a new qualification in skills.

1. About the 3 principles
Principle 1: Qualifications
Qualificationsshould
shouldlink
linktotothe
theaims
aimsofofthe
thenew
newcurriculum
curriculumfor
forWales.
Wales.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 38%
I agree 37%
I partly agree 15%
I disagree 3%
I strongly disagree 3%

75%

of people strongly
agreed or agreed
with this principle.

I’m unsure 5%

Why?
●
●
●
●

Some people think this is a good
idea because:
Qualifications and the curriculum
should work together.
It would help make sure we meet the
aims of the new curriculum.
It would be helpful and clear for
learners.
It would help learners go on to further
education and careers.

Others think this could cause problems
because:
● It could mean there are fewer qualifications
for schools to choose from, which might
mean less choice for learners.
● It would mean lots of changes for schools
and take lots of training for it to happen.
● Any new qualifications have to work outside
Wales too. They have to be accepted by
colleges, universities and employers.

The percentages in this graph don’t total exactly
100% because they were rounded up or down.
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Principle 2: Qualifications should be available in Welsh and English.

Do you agree?

Why?

I strongly agree 48%
I agree 32%

●

I partly agree 11%
I disagree 4%
I strongly disagree 3%
I’m unsure 3%

80%

of people strongly
agreed or agreed
with this principle.

●
●
●

Some people think this is a good
idea because:
Learners have a right to have exams in
Welsh and English.
It will be fairer to Welsh speakers.
Welsh is part of all plans and policies
for Wales so should be part of this.
It will improve learners’ Welsh skills and
raise awareness of the language.

Others think this could cause
problems because:
● It might limit the choice of
qualifications learners have.
● It could be expensive and difficult for
exam boards outside Wales.
● It would mean all supporting materials
would have to be in Welsh and English
too.

The percentages in this graph don’t total exactly
100% because they were rounded up or down.
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Principle 3:

Qualifications should offer something for everyone. They should support you to
move forward to the next stage of your learning.

Why?

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 44%

●

I agree 36%
I partly agree 10%
I disagree 2%
I strongly disagree 3%
I’m unsure 4%

●

80%

of people strongly
agreed or agreed
with this principle.

●
●

Some people think this is a good
idea because:
It’s important to have choices that meet
all learners’ needs.
It’s important to offer lots of vocational
qualifications.
Qualifications at 16 must help learners
move on to what they want to do next.
Qualifications must be valuable for
learners, colleges, universities and
employers.

Others think this could cause
problems because:
● Schools should be able to choose
from the widest possible range of
qualifications when picking which ones
to offer to their learners.
● A more limited choice of qualifications
could disadvantage some learners with
additional learning needs or who are
less able.
● If qualifications in Wales change a lot
then they might lose their value outside
of Wales.

The percentages in this graph don’t total exactly
100% because they were rounded up or down.
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2. About GCSEs
GCSEs should change to fit the future. They should carry on being
qualifications you can take at 16.

Do you have any ideas about how GCSEs can change
to be fit for the future?

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 41%

●

I agree 36%
I partly agree 14%
I disagree 3%
I strongly disagree 2%

77%

of people strongly
agreed or agreed
with this proposal.

I’m unsure 4%

●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Why?
Some people think this is a
good idea because:
GCSEs are recognised and
understood by learners, employers,
colleges, universities, and parents.
Changing the GCSE name could be
confusing.
GCSEs are trusted and valued, both
in Wales and in other countries.
GCSEs should be kept but updated.

●

Some people said:
They should focus more on examining learners’ skills
(not just their knowledge).
They need to be open to everyone including
disabled learners and learners with additional
learning needs.
They should continue to focus on individual subjects.
They should focus on the new curriculum areas of
learning and experience.
They should use a range of different methods to
assess learners, not just written exams.

Others think this could
cause problems because:
● Changing the name of GCSEs
would fit the new curriculum
better.
● Changing the GCSE name would
make it clear that the new
curriculum is for all learners up
to 16, not just up to 14.
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3. About Skills
In Wales there is already a Skills Challenge Certificate that gives
learners practical skills for life and work. Do you have any ideas
about how the Skills Challenge Certificate can change to be better?

There should be a new qualification in wider skills.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree 30%
I agree 32%
I partly agree 16%
I disagree 8%
I strongly disagree 6%
I’m unsure 8%

62%

of people strongly
agreed or agreed
with this proposal.

●
●
●
●

Some people said:
It needs to be clearer what it includes.
Teachers need more training on how they deliver this.
Things like problem solving, skills for adult life and
practical skills, should be a bigger part of this.
It should include skills that are used across the whole
curriculum.

Why?
●
●
●
●
●

Some people said:
Any skills qualification must offer learners something extra
to the subjects that they follow.
It must be clear how it will be assessed.
It should help learners develop the skills they need for
future life, study and work.
This could be done through subjects already taught.
It shouldn’t be seen as less important than other
qualifications.
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General feedback
Lots of people took part in our consultation and shared their ideas and
opinions. We asked a final question about whether people had any
further comments.
Most people had positive things to say about the consultation process.
Some people said:
● It’s important to keep involving people and talking about the future
of qualifications.
● This is a good opportunity to change the education system and
qualifications.
● Everything we do must bring the best outcomes for learners.

●
●
●
●
●

Thanks for reading this:
We will take all of this information and use it to help plan
for the future.
You can read the full results of the consultation here:
qualificationswales.org/media/6015/analysis-of-consultation-responses.pdf

In summary, people said:
It’s important to have a balance between having qualifications that
match the new curriculum and qualifications that help 16-year-olds
move onto the next stage of learning.
It’s important that new qualifications have value and can be
understood by colleges, universities and employers outside Wales.
Schools are facing changes and teachers already have a lot to deal
with.
All learners should have a choice of qualifications.
Qualifications must meet the needs of all learners. There should be
different ways of assessing work, not just written exams.
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