Qualified for the future

Young people’s consultation

Hello.
We all take tests:
●● maths tests
●● spelling tests
●● eye tests
In school, tests and exams help teachers see
how much you know and if you need help.

When you’re 16.
In secondary school you take different exams like GCSEs.
When you pass an exam, you get a qualification.
Qualifications can help you:
●● get a job
●● go to college or university

About Us.
We are Qualifications Wales.
We decide which qualifications schools in Wales can choose to offer. We make sure
they’re the right ones for Wales, and that the exams you take are fair.
Different qualifications come from different organisations called exam boards. We
check these organisations and make sure they follow our rules for qualifications in
Wales.

We are looking at the qualifications you take
in school to see how they need to change. We
want to make sure they are the best they can be and
prepare you for life.
We want to hear from you.

Answer the questions and let us know what you think.
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Why are we looking at qualifications?
The school curriculum is changing in Wales.
Curriculum means the subjects you study and how
you learn in school.

From 2022, what you learn and how you learn will change. The new
curriculum is about learning new skills and preparing you for your future.
Qualifications need to change, so they fit in with the new curriculum.
We want to make sure you can take the right qualifications at 16.
Some people aren’t sure that 16 is the right time to take qualifications.
We have talked about it and think 16 is the right age because it’s when
young people decide what to study next or what job to aim for.

2,000

In 2017/18, there were over
qualifications to choose from at 16. That’s
a lot.

1,100 of them weren’t taken by anyone.
Most people only know about GCSEs.

5% of the

But GCSEs are only
qualifications available.

So, we’re thinking of changing qualifications
in Wales.
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Our Vision.
We want all 16-year-olds in Wales to take qualifications that:
●● prepare them for life
●● prepare them for learning
●● prepare them for work
●● get them excited about their future
●● have value in Wales, the UK and around the world

What we’re thinking of doing.
We want all qualifications in Wales to help us reach this vision.
So, we are thinking about:
●● having 3 new principles (rules) that all qualifications have to follow
●● keeping GCSEs, but making them up-to-date so they fit in with the
new curriculum
●● offering a new qualification in skills
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Principle 1

Qualifications should link to the aims of the new curriculum for Wales.
This would make sure qualifications:
●● have relevant content
●● support good teaching
●● use the best type of assessment
Exam boards will have to show us how their qualifications:
●● support and link to the new curriculum
●● support positive learning and give you interesting
experiences
●● use the right assessments for what you’ve learned
●● make good use of technology
●● build on learning and help you move forward

?

Qualifications should link to the aims of the new
curriculum for Wales.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree
I agree
I partly agree and disagree
I disagree
I strongly disagree
I’m unsure

Why?
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Principle 2
Qualifications should be available in Welsh and English.
The Welsh language is growing. The new curriculum offers more opportunities to learn Welsh.
Qualifications developed in Wales are available in Welsh. Qualifications developed outside Wales,
often aren’t. Sometimes we give grants to help make exams available in Welsh too. But there are
still some exams that are only in English.
We want all future qualifications to be to be available in Welsh and English.

?

All qualifications should be available in Welsh and English.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree

Why?

I agree
I partly agree and disagree
I disagree
I strongly disagree
I’m unsure
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Principle 3

Qualifications should offer something for everyone.
Qualifications should help you move forward to the next stage of your learning. The new
curriculum lets you learn and move forward at your own speed. We think qualifications
should do the same.
They should meet your needs whatever level you start at and help you step forward.
Qualifications should:
●● help you grow and feel confident to learn
●● show people what you know and what you can do
●● show the next level you’re ready for
●● help you decide what to do next
We want exam boards to show how their qualifications:
●● will support you to learn
●● help you move forward to the next stage of learning

?

Qualifications should offer something for everyone.
They should support you to move forward to the next
stage of your learning.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree
I agree
I partly agree and disagree
I disagree
I strongly disagree
I’m unsure

Why?
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Changing GCSEs to make them
fit for the future.
Qualifications should prepare you for life, learning and work.
GCSEs are a good way to do this.

?

Do you agree?
I strongly agree
I agree

1. GCSEs have been around for a long time. Schools,
universities and employers around the world trust and
understand them.

We will work with exam boards to make sure GCSEs:
●● are updated to meet the aims of the new curriculum
●● help us reach our vision

Why?

I partly agree and disagree
I disagree

2. Schools are making many changes for the new
curriculum, so we don’t think changing the name of
GCSEs as well is a good idea.
3. GCSEs can change and adapt to fit the new curriculum.

GCSEs should change to fit the future. They should
carry on being qualifications you can take at 16.

I strongly disagree
I’m unsure

?

Do you have any ideas about how GCSEs could change to be fit for the future?

We don’t know how GCSEs will change at the moment 		
but they could:
●● be available in different subject areas
●● include projects that focus on real-life situations
●● make more use of technology
●● offer more opportunities to learn practical skills
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A new qualification in wider skills.
The new curriculum is about learning skills you’ll need for the
future. You will learn how to:
●● solve problems and find different ways to think about things
●● plan and organise
●● be creative and find new ways to do things
●● understand yourself and make the most of your knowledge
and talents
These skills help you prepare for life and work.
There is already a Skills Challenge Certificate. It’s a good
qualification because:
●● it gives you practical skills for life and work
●● you can pick a project that you’re interested in
●● you get to try different learning activities

?

There should be a new qualification in wider skills.

Do you agree?
I strongly agree
I agree

Why?

I partly agree and disagree
I disagree
I strongly disagree
I’m unsure

?

Do you have any ideas about how the Skills Challenge Certificate could
change to be better?

We think it could be developed to make a new 			
skills-based qualification.
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About you
Are you a learner?
Yes

If you have anything else you would like to say about our consultation,
please use the space below.

No

If you are a learner, how old are you?
Age 3-11
Age 12-16
Age 17-21
Age 22 or over

If you are not a learner, please tell us in what capacity you
are responding (for example, parent/carer, or teacher).
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Next steps.
This is the first stage in changing qualifications in Wales.

Confidentiality

All your answers will help us plan what happens next.

Please do not write anything that may identify someone in your
answers.

Thanks for reading this.
1. Answering the questions in our online survey: 			

Your answers will be seen by both Qualifications Wales and Arad,
who will be writing a report on the findings. We will both keep your
answers safe.

2. Sending your answers on this document to:
post@arad.wales

There is a law called Freedom of Information (FOI) which means that
people could ask to see information that we hold. We may have to
publish all, or some of, your answer.

You can tell us what you think by:
smartsurvey.co.uk/s/QualifiedYoungPeoples

Arad Research
8 Columbus Walk
Brigantine Place
Cardiff CF10 4SD.

If you would like to find out more about our work on qualifications for
the new curriculum, including our future consultations, you can follow
us on Twitter.

by 5pm Friday 7 February 2020.
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